
General Information 
This is the second report of the 2018 Regular Legislative Session. The House and Senate held 
committee meetings this week which consisted of various bills. Majority of the committees held 
heard request for special project budget request. This report will focus on the legislative bills 
that were presented before various committees.  
 
Senate Committees 
Senate Education Committee 
SB 654 by Sen. Baxley related to Out-of-school Suspension 
The bill revises parents’ rights and school districts’ duties regarding the out-of-school 
suspension of public school students. Specifically, the bill provides that suspension means out-
of-school suspension and: 

 Grants parents the right to give public testimony at a district school board meeting during 
which the board reviews its rules authorizing out-of-school suspension. 

 Requires a district school board to review, once every 3 years, its rules authorizing out-
of-school suspension during a district school board meeting. 

 Specifies that a district school board’s rules authorizing suspension expire if the board 
does not conduct its review of these rules in accordance with the specified provisions. 

  
The bill passed the Senate Education Committee favorably. 
 
SB 1056 by Sen. Passidomo related to Computer Coding Instruction 
The bill provides opportunities for public middle and high school students to learn computer 
science taught by qualified teachers. Specifically, the bill: 

 Expands access to computer science courses, which: 
o Requires middle schools and high schools to offer computer science courses.  
o Phases in a requirement for school districts to offer computer science courses in a 

specified number of traditional public middle, high, and combination schools within a 
specified timeframe. 

o Requires computer science courses that meet the specified definition to be identified 
in the Course Code Directory (CCD) and on the Department of Education’s (DOE or 
department) website. 

 Creates opportunities for teachers to be certified and trained to teach computer science 
courses, and requires the DOE to award funding, subject to legislative appropriation, to a 
school district or consortium of school districts to deliver or facilitate training for educators 
to earn a certificate in computer science or specified industry certification, or to pay fees 
for examinations that lead to a credential. 

 Provides the following bonus to a public school educator evaluated as effective or highly 
effective, or is newly hired, subject to legislative appropriation: 
o $1,000 after each year teaching a computer science course, for up to three years, if 

the educator holds a certificate in computer science or has passed the computer 
science subject area examination and holds an adjunct certificate.  

o $500 after each year teaching a specified course, for up to three years, if the educator 
holds an industry certification. 

 Requires the DOE to provide, subject to legislative appropriation, “high-need district 
technology grants” to school districts for which the Florida digital classrooms allocation 
and the district’s instructional materials fund are insufficient to meet the need. 
 

The bill passed the Senate Education Committee favorably. 
 



Senate Appropriations Committee 
SB 564 by Sen. Young related to John M. McKay Scholarships for Students with 
Disabilities Program 
The bill modifies the John M. McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program to:  

 Specify that a parent of a student who is hospitalized or homebound who seeks a 
reevaluation of an existing individual education plan (IEP) may request an IEP meeting 
and evaluation from the school district to obtain or revise a matrix of services for an 
eligible student. The school district must conduct the meeting and develop an IEP and a 
revised matrix of services within 30 days after receipt of the parent’s request.  

 Authorize a school district to change a matrix of services based on the result of an IEP 
reevaluation. 

 
The bill has no impact on state revenues and an indeterminate impact on state expenditures 
relating to the McKay Scholarships. A hospitalized or homebound student whose parent 
requests an IEP reevaluation may obtain a revised matrix of services, which may result in the 
student receiving a higher or lower McKay Scholarship amount. Because the McKay 
Scholarship funds pass through the district to the parent and private school, there is no fiscal 
impact on the school district. The change to the McKay Scholarship award amounts is 
indeterminate. 
 
The bill passed the Senate Appropriations Committee favorably. 
 
House Committees 
House PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee  
HB 887 by Rep. Harrell related to Reading Instruction  
The bill:     

 requires teachers who provide reading interventions under a school district’s K-12 
comprehensive reading plan to be certified or endorsed in reading in the beginning with 
the 2020-2021 school year; 

 requires the Florida Department of Education (DOE), as part of its review of certain 
certification and endorsement requirements, to consider awarding a reading 
endorsement to teachers who are certified by an internationally recognized reading 
intervention organization or who complete a program accredited by the organization; and  

 requires school districts to provide teachers access to training for a reading 
endorsement consistent with the DOE’s review of endorsement requirements. 

  
The bill passed the House PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee favorably. 
 
HJR HB 1031 by Rep. Fischer & Raburn related to Limitation of Terms of Office for 
Members of a District School Board 
The joint resolution proposes an amendment to the Florida Constitution that, if approved by the 
voters at the general election in November 2018, prohibits a district school board member from 
appearing on a ballot for reelection if, by the end of their current term of office, the member will 
have served, or but for resignation would have served, in that office for eight consecutive years.  
 
This provision is similar to the term limits for elected state and federal officials added to the 
Florida Constitution in 1992. The resolution also provides that time served as a school board 
member after 2013 is counted toward the eight-year limit. Thus, for example, a district school 
board member who was elected in 2014 and is reelected in 2018 cannot appear on the 2022 
ballot for reelection. 



 
The bill passed the House PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee with 12 yeas and 2 nays. 
 
HB 1175 by Rep. Sullivan related to Early Learning Coalitions 
The bill authorizes the ELC to refuse to contract with a school readiness program provider if the 
provider has been cited for a class I violation. Class I violations are the most serious in nature, 
pose an imminent threat to a child including abuse or neglect and which could or does result in 
death or serious harm to the health, safety or well-being of a child. 
 
The bill passed the House PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee as a committee substitute.  
 
HB 1279 by Rep. Sullivan related to School District Accountability 
The bill: 

 requires school boards to provide financial efficiency data and fiscal trend information;  

 requires the Department of Education to develop a web-based tool that identifies schools 
and districts with high academic achievement based on per pupil expenditures; and  

 requires school boards to provide a full explanation of, and approve, any budget 
amendment at the boards’ next public meeting 

 requires school districts with revenues over $500 million to employ an internal auditor;  

 requires school districts with low ending fund balances to reduce administrative costs 
and other expenditures;  

 requires districts in a financial emergency to withhold the salaries of superintendents and 
school board members until the emergency is addressed;  

 requires an investigation of school districts who are unable to timely pay current debts 
and liabilities;  

 clarifies that the Department of Education’s Office of Inspector General must investigate 
allegations and reports of fraud and abuse from certain government officials; and  

 requires school districts with previous operational audit findings to initiate and complete 
corrective action within a certain period of time. 

 
The bill also: 

 prohibits appointed, along with elected superintendents, from lobbying school districts for 
a period of two years after vacating the position; 

 aligns school board member salaries with beginning teacher salary or the amount 
calculated by statute, whichever is less; 

 requires prior school board approval for reimbursement of out-of-district travel expenses; 

 requires school boards to withhold a portion of an employee’s salary who owes a public 
financial disclosure fine; 

 repeals s. 1011.64, F.S., relating to school district minimum classroom expenditure 
requirements; and 

 prohibits superintendents, along with school board members, from employing or 
appointing a relative to work under their direct supervision. 

 
The bill passed the House PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee as a committee substitute.  
 
House Ways & Means Committee  
HB 697 by Ways & Means Committee related to Impact Fees 
The bill also prohibits a local government from requiring payment of impact fees prior to the 
issuance of a building permit. The bill also codifies the dual rational nexus test by requiring an 



impact fee to have a rational nexus both to the need for additional capital facilities and to the 
expenditure of funds collected and the benefits accruing to the new construction.  
 
Local governments will be required to designate the funds collected by the impact fees for 
acquiring, constructing, or improving the capital facilities to benefit the new users. Finally, 
impact fees collected by a local government may not be used to pay existing debt or pay for 
prior approved projects unless such expenditure has a rational nexus to the impact generated 
by the new construction.  
 
The bill passed the House Ways & Means Committee favorably. 
 
House Education Committee 
HB 577 by Rep. Silvers related to High School Graduation Requirements 
The bill allows a student to use credit earned upon completion of a DOE-registered 
apprenticeship or pre-apprenticeship program to satisfy the credit requirements for fine or 
performing arts, speech and debate, or practical arts.  
The bill requires the State Board of Education (SBE) to approve and identify in the Course Code 
Directory apprenticeship and pre-apprenticeship programs from which a student may use 
earned credit to satisfy graduation requirements. 
  
The bill passed the House Education Committee favorably. 
 
House Government Accountability Committee 
HB 317 by Rep. Ingoglia related to Local Tax Referenda 
The bill provides that any referendum to adopt or amend a discretionary sales surtax must be 
approved during either a primary or general elections. If the referendum is held at a primary 
election, at least 60 percent of the electors voting must of the measure. 
 
The bill passed the House Government Accountability Committee favorably 
 
I hope the information above is helpful. If you have any question or need additional information, 
please feel free to contact myself at (407) 317-3200 ext. 2002966 or Eileen Fernandez, 
Associate General Counsel at (407) 317-3411 ext. 2002945. 
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